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Dear Siblings in Christ,   
 What is your favorite story, biblical or  
otherwise? Is it a fairy tale, like Cinderella, Snow  
White, or Sleeping Beauty? Is it a book or series, 
 like Harry Potter, Star Wars, or Anne of Green 
 Gables? Maybe it’s a movie, like the Indiana  
Jones series or “The Crown”? Or for biblical  
stories, maybe it’s David and Goliath? Or  
Sampson and his superhuman strength? Abigail and her wisdom with 
David? The Christmas Story or the Resurrection Story? Or what about 
the Syrophonecian Woman who met Jesus to ask him to heal her 
daughter? (That one is my personal favorite. You KNOW I like the 
snarky ones. ) 
 Whatever your personal favorite might be, all of us love a good 
story. Studies have shown that we remember information better if we 
can attach a meaningful story to it. Good stories make for good sermon 
illustrations, and often I hear the congregation doesn’t remember a 
thing I said on Sunday morning, but they remember if I told a good  
story (like Baby Motka)! 
 We all have good stories in our pockets, whether those things 
happened to us personally or to someone else. Every once in a while, I 
have the occasion to tell the story about how Helen Soderquist (of  
beloved memory) met Liberace at his home in Las Vegas. (If you  
haven’t heard this, it is an AMAZING story!)  
 But we have also been entrusted with the Greatest Story ever 
told – the story of God’s plan of salvation for humanity and all of  
creation through Jesus Christ. In the world we live in these days, there 
are far too many who clearly do not know this story of sacrificial love 
and the call to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. And because we 
are so deeply loved by Christ, we are obligated to gratefully live that 
love toward others. 
 This month, how can you tell your story? How can you both tell 
and show others that God’s transformational love lives within you?  
Because it is good for us to remember, as St. Francis of Assisi once 
said, that we are to “preach the gospel at all times. Sometimes, use 
words.”  

Walking with you along The Way,  

Pastor Kim 
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Go and Tell the Story:  
Living the Creation Story Every Day 

 My dad was a storyteller. He was not the kind of  
storyteller that told different stories every time you met him. 
He was a storyteller who had ONE story. His story was that 
he loved the Lord and he loved the Lord’s creation. Period. 
He had a million variations of this story, but that was his  
story. And he LOVED to tell it. He didn’t just use words 
(although he did like to talk and he enjoyed writing poems), 
he LIVED his story. Every. Single. Day. 
 By trade, my dad worked as meat inspector for the USDA. But by vocation, Dad was a farmer. 
He was a farmer who believed that earth and all creation were gifts from God and that we truly were 
stewards of God’s creation. For Dad, telling the story meant lovingly and meticulously tending the 90 
acres in his care. He spent hours reading, learning, and studying best conservation practices. He 
worked with NRCS, Practical Farmers of Iowa, the Department of Natural Resources, the Cedar 
County Extension Office, and anyone else who would talk to him about best practices for land 
management and conservation. 
 Dad told the story through hours and hours and gentle care for the land. He wrote grants to 
develop a rotational grazing program. He put in miles and miles of water line and solar chargers on 
the hills across the land and planned a grid of pastures. He spent years developing the best mix of 
grasses in each paddock. He knew that farming was part art, part science, part luck, and lots of love. 
He knew the land was a living, breathing gift from God. And he was happiest when he was walking 
the land and singing a song with our old dog Buck and a farm cat following him across the pastures. 
Dad told the story by caring for his herd. He named the cows. Each cow had handwritten records in a 
book on his desk. And each day, when he went out to see if they were ready for new grass, he 
talked to them. He called them by name. They knew him and they knew he would take care of them. 
If one of his carefully constructed fences got knocked down and a cow went missing, we’d all be 
called into action. No one was sleeping until that cow was accounted for. I’ve helped haul cows out 
of everything from the farm pond to the back valley to the neighbor’s yard. 
 If you spent any time around Dad, you were going to hear the story. It oozed out of him. Dad 
hosted numerous field days at the farm and they were always focused on conservation practices. 
They may not have been church events, but my Dad sure was preaching! The story came through 
loud and clear: love the Lord and love the Lord’s creation. 
 Dad wanted the story to go on. He loved to teach and work with new farmers, especially those 
who got excited about rotational grazing and caring for the land. Unfortunately, my dad died in a car 
accident years ago, but I imagine him meeting the Lord and being told “well done, good and faithful 
servant,” and I know that the story does go on. I have talked to many people who learned  
conservation practices from my dad. I see the story go on in the way my sisters and I live our lives 
every day. As I reflect on my dad’s story, I can almost hear my dad challenging me with the ques-
tions, “What are you doing to tell the story? Are you living the story? Are you caring for creation? 
How are you being a steward?” 
 And so, it is my hope and my prayer that we can all find our unique stories, the stories of our 
call to love the Lord and to love the Lord’s creation. Each of us will find that story in our own way but 
as those stories are beautifully woven together, I pray that the story of God’s creation will be around 
for generations to come. 
 

--by Gretchen Ahrens, Director for Youth and Justice Ministries 
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A happy and blessed Mother’s Day to one and all! 
We give thanks to God for our mothers and  
for all the amazing women in our lives! 

I am so blessed to have so many friends at St. Andrew’s who have been 
praying for my recovery from Heart Surgery. I thank so many of you for 
the cards of well wishes and prayers. Pastor’s visits and phone calls have 
also been much appreciated. Recovery is progressing very well the  
doctor’s PA tells me, and I hope to back at church soon. God bless all of 
you! 
      Pat Harris 
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M I N I S T R Y  O F  T H E  M O N T H  F O R  M A Y , 2 0 2 4 :  

A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  M E M B E R  N E W S  A T  
S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  

St. Andrew’s will be collecting requested cleaning supplies for Aiding Angels in May.  This local non-
profit organization provides professional cleaning services free of charge to anyone going through  
cancer treatment.  Please place your items on the M.O.M. table. Here is a list of requested items: 
 Items requested are:   
 Weiman stainless steel cleaner & polish 
 Scotch-Brite zero scratch sponges 
 Soft Scrub with bleach 
 Orange Glo wood furniture 2-in-1 clean & polish  
 Toilet bowl brushes 
 
Thank you for contributing items to this wonderful service! 

  WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUPS: Rebecca Circle will meet May 9 at 9:30am 
in the Lounge. Ruth Circle will meet on May 13 at 7:00pm in the Lounge.  

Quilters meet every Tuesday from about 9am to 12 noon. Do join the quilters on Tuesday 
mornings to put quilts together. No sewing ability is  
required. 

Dominoes anyone? Come to church on May 20 at 1:00 p.m. for fun and fellowship! The ability to 
match numbered tiles is helpful. You don’t need to bring dominoes as other members share theirs. 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY SURROUNDS: 

—- Scott and Steph Jensen and Family on the death of her  
grandmother on March 15.  
—-Alan and Susan Oliva on the death of Alan’s mother, 
JoAnne Hollingsworth, on April 26. Her Celebration of Life 
was held on May 2 in Milligan, NE, with burial in Tobias, NE. 
 
May God enfold this family with love and light, and give them hope and comfort 
through the promise of eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
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 THE LUTHERAN FOOD PANTRY 

The following are the most needed items at this time. However, please keep in mind the Pantry can 
always use non-perishable food and personal care items not on this current list. The donations the 
Pantry receives allow us to provide foods boxes for the People’s City Mission, the Good Neighbor  
Center, Matt Talbot Kitchen, and emergency requests for those in need of help to provide food for 
their families. 
 
Canned fruits-all kinds 
Canned meals (Ravioli, SpaghettiOs, etc.) 
Canned vegetables-all kinds (especially peas) 
Cereals, dry 
Dry dinners (Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, etc.) 
Macaroni and cheese 
Pasta, dry (spaghetti, macaroni, noodles, etc.) 
Peanut butter and jelly 
Ramen Noodles 
Pork and beans and canned kidney beans, refried beans, etc. 
Spaghetti sauce 
Snack items (small packages of cookies, nuts, fruit-flavored snacks, etc.) 
Soups-all kinds 
Personal care items (shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes) 

Connie Hawkins and Norene Steele 
Transition Coordinators, The Lutheran Food Pantry 

JOIN US FOR MOVIE NIGHT! 
On Sunday, May 5, at 6:3pm, we’ll be showing 
“Les Misérables”, a 2012 period musical based on the 
stage musical of the same name. Set in France in the early  
nineteen century, the film tells the story of Jean Valjean 
who, while being hunted for decades by the ruthless  
policeman Javert after breaking parole, agrees to care for 
a factory worker’s daughter. The story reaches resolution 
against the background of the June Rebellion of 1832.  

Bring a comfy chair if you wish; popcorn will be provided. 

THANK YOU to everyone who has 
volunteered to help with yard work 
this year: Larry Larson, Charlotte 
Pasco, Kelly Cummings, Ken  
Broman, Chad Scott, Jayson Koch, 
Andy Roseberry, Harry and Lois 
Muhlbach, and Alan and Susan  
Oliva. 
 
You are appreciated!! 

Please join us on May 8 for the year’s first “Faith, Family, and 
Food Truck” event from 5-7pm, an evening of food and  
fellowship. SKYMART FOOD TRUCK will be in our south 
parking lot providing an opportunity to purchase some  
delicious food. Please ask your friends and neighbors to join 
us!  
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PASTOR’S COUNCIL REPORT, APRIL, 2024 

1.  Lent, Holy Week, and Easter all went well. The midweek Lenten theme of “Hidden Heroes II” 
     was very well-received by the congregation. I especially enjoyed singing with Carmen Westfahl 
     and Ryan Bates on Easter Sunday. 
2.  “Movie Night” resumed April 14 with “42.” Movies on the tentative list this year are “Les  
     Misérables,” “The Count of Monte Cristo,” “Concussion,” “A Man Called Otto,” “Leo,” “Wish,” and  
     the new “The Color Purple.”  
3. We are still waiting for Season 4 of “The Chosen” to be released to streaming. Once this is 
     available, the group will begin meeting to discuss.  
4. I hosted a “watch party” at the church for the 2024 Leadership Conference, “Fill Your Toolbox,”  
     sponsored by Nebraska Synod.  
5. The Youth Group is selling May Baskets for May Day. Cost is $5 each and orders will be taken on 
     April 14 and 21 before and after worship.  
6.  We have a Harvest Host guest scheduled for April 15.  
7. “Family, Faith, and Food Trucks” will resume Wednesday, May 8. Jonathan Gordon is  
      coordinating table setup this year. If you would like to help with this, please contact him. 

DON’T FORGET  
to check out the variety of free, handmade 
greeting cards at the Connection Center.  

New cards will be added each month 

LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES (LFS) OPEN HOUSE 
 

You are invited to the LFS’s open house on May 15, 3-5pm, at their office (2301 
“O” Street). There will be a brief program and a walk-through of 
their facilities. 
 
Please RSVP using this link. 

THE LUTHERAN CENTER SPRING LEADERSHIP  
BANQUET 

May 14, 6PM, UNL Union 
 

Please register at thelutherancenter.org/banquet or call The 
Lutheran Center at 402-435-3697. 
 
Join in an evening of live music, speakers, and fellowship celebrating 
the ministry and leadership of The Lutheran Center. 
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St Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

Church Council Minutes, March 19, 2024 

Present - Pastor Kim Osborn, Gene Veburg, Laura Hahn, Ryan Bates, Julie Cummings, Doug Wageman, 
Jim Yankech, Jeff Harris, Harry Muhlbach, Charlotte Burke 

Absent and excuse: Jonathan Gordon 

Call to Order-Charlotte Burke at 7:05 PM 

Opening Prayer-Ryan Bates 

Open Time For Congregation 
 Tina Moore-Memorial Committee-Motion to accept buying a TV for Sunday School for $347.47 by 
Harry Muhlbach; seconded by Julie Cummings; voice vote accepted by all 
 Noreen and Connie-Pantry update; grant opportunity $500 

Adoption of Agenda 
 Motion to accept-Julie Cummings; Second-Ryan Bates; Voice Vote-Accepted by all 

New Business  
ꞏ Discussion of homeschool request from Ashley Lowe. Motion to accept-Ryan Bates; Second-Jim 
  Yankech; Voice vote by all 
ꞏ Kraft Memorial Grant opportunity-Looking into and possibly pursue 
ꞏ Recommendations for committee reduction-Discussion; Motion to accept-Ryan Bates; Second-Gene  
  Veburg; Voice Vote by all 
ꞏ Thank you event for Lynn and Tom Ochsner: Discuss more at next Council meeting 
ꞏ Synod report from Jim Yankech 

Old Business 
ꞏ Building update-roof 
  Gene has contacted Neeman & Sons to look at and give bid 

Reports  
ꞏ Approval of February Council Minutes-Motion to accept-Julie Cummings; Second-Ryan Bates; Voice  
  Vote-By All 
ꞏ Pastor’s Report-By Pastor Kim 
ꞏ Treasurer’s Report 
 Checking Balance-   Opening:   $26,901.17 
             End:         $30,075.15 
 Savings Balance-     Opening:   $34,177.19 
             End:         $34,177.46 
ꞏ Financial Secretary’s Report-By Doug Wageman 

Upcoming Events 
ꞏ Wednesday Lenten Services, dinner 
ꞏ Church yard cleanup, March 23 
ꞏ Holy Week: Palm Sunday, March 24, Easter egg hunt; Maundy Thursday, March 28, 7PM; Good Friday,  
  March 29, 7PM; Easter Sunday, March 31 
ꞏ Exec Committee Meeting, April 9 
ꞏ Leadership Training, April 13 
ꞏ Council Meeting, April 16 

Closing Prayer-By Pastor Kim 

Adjourned at 8:50  

Submitted by Laura Hahn, Church Council Secretary 
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2023 Special Giving Summary 
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S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  S T A F F ,                                                 

C H U R C H  C O U N C I L ,  &  P I L L A R  C O N T A C T S  

Rev. Kimberlee Osborn, Pastor ……………….pastor@standrewslutheran.net………………………………………… (402) 483-1692 office 

            (402) 419-9031 cell 

Mandy West, Director of Music....................music@standrewslutheran.net................................................. (402) 890-7181 

Marianne McAtee, Office Manager…………..secretary@standrewslutheran.net………………………………......…(402) 483-1692 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Charlotte Burke, President ……………….…….charhb18@gmail.com..... ……….…………......………….……….……  (402) 770-7018 

Ryan Bates, Vice President ………………......ryanbates13@live.com ………….......……….............……………….… (402) 480-2804 

Laura Hahn, Secretary …………………......…  LHahn@linconefcu.org ………………………………………................   (402) 540-5219 

Curt Weller, Treasurer…………………………..  treasurer@standrewslutheran.net ……………….……………………  (402) 467-5406 

Doug Wageman, Financial Secretary ………doug.wageman03@gmail.com………………….……………………... (402) 450-9038 

Julie Cummings……………………………………..kc31128@windstream.net………………………………………………… (402) 450-3517 

Jonathan Gordon………………………………….. jdgordon@me.com……………………………………………………………. (806) 470-7226 

Jeff Harris…………………………………………….. harris0021@gmail.com……………………………………………………. (402) 560-6634  

Harry Muhlbach……………………………………. loismuhlbach@gmail.com…………………………………………………. (402) 430-7304 

Gene Veburg………………………………………… eveburg@msn.com…………………………………………………………… (402) 580-1018 

Jim Yankech………………….……………………….jimyankech@gmail.com……………………………………………………  (402) 304-1149 

WORSHIP 

Altar Guild Laura Hahn..............................  lhahn@lincone.fcu.org ……………………………………………………....(402) 540-5219 

Drama/Video Ministry Coord. Brian Clinton brclinton@gmail.com ………………………………………………………(402) 464-0978 

Worship Director Mandy West.....................music@standrewslutheran.net..................................................(402) 890-7181 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Affirmation Pastor Kimberlee Osborn.........pastor@standrewslutheran.net ............................................... (402) 419-9031 

Christian Education needed....................................................................................................................... ................................... 

OUTREACH  

Backpack Program Co-Chair  Nancy Weller nancycweller@gmail.com………………………..…………………….…..(402) 467-5406 

                                 Co-Chair Rose Yankech jim_and_rose@hotmail.com………………………………………....…..(402) 304-1152 

Boy Scouts  Ann Tellinghuisen..................... darkstar10@msn.com................................................................(515) 971-7753 

Food Pantry Co-Coordinator Connie Hawkins …hawkins1320@icloud.com…………………………………….….… (402) 486-1320 

                     Co-Coordinator Norene Steele …...nksteele@aol.com…………………………………………………...…. (402) 440-4244 

Quilters Leader Pam Dill…………..……………..hardil@aol.com …………………………….……………............…………. (402) 560-2426 

              Leader Margaret Hoffmeyer.......... mlhoffmeyer@windstream.net...................................................(402) 325-7486 

Outreach Co-Chair Marsha Jensen………….. marshajensen101@gmail.com.................................................(402) 430-0152 

                Co-Chair David Jensen………….…. davidjensen101@gmail.com.....................................................(402) 430-4903 

Prayer Shawls Co-Chair Anna Schundrenko schundrenko@aol.com ……………………………………………….…...(402) 466-3664 

                         Co-Chair Jan Nelson..................................................................................................................(402) 464-6877 

HOSPITALITY & FELLOWSHIP 

Funeral Food Director Lorene Wiggins …… tw389703@gmail.com… .......................................................... (402) 525-4608  

Prayer Chain & Prayer & Care Pastor Osborn…pastor@standrewslutheran.net …………………………………... (402) 419-9031 

Middle & High School Youth Program Pastor Osborn. pastor@standrewslutheran.net .............................. (402) 419-9031 

Nursery Supervisor needed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Parish Health needed....................................................................................................................... ............................................. 

Wedding Coordinator Marianne McAtee......secretary@standrewslutheran.net............................................(402) 432-0170 

WELCA  President Pam Dill………..……………...hardil@aol.com……………………...................................................402) 310-7064 

  

STEWARDSHIP 

Endowment Ken Broman…………………………ken@fiqadvisors.com…………………,….…….....……….……………... (402) 486-0535 

Memorial Chair Tina Moore-Clinton..............tina2439@gmail.com................... ............................................ (402) 464-0978 

Scholarship  Carmen Westfahl…............................................................................................................. .........  (402) 464-9539 

Stewardship needed…………….........................................…………….................................................................... ........................... 

CHURCH SUPPORT  

Nominating  David Jensen……...……………….davidjensen101@gmail.com………………………………………..... (402) 430-9403 

Property  Charlotte Pasco...........................  cpasco1@neb.rr.com................................................................  (402) 466-0672 

Tech Support needed....................................................................................................................... ............................................. 

mailto:brclinton@gmail.com
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1015 Lancaster lane 

Lincoln, ne 68505 

Phone: 402-483-1692 

E-mail: secretary@standrewslutheran.net 

Office Hours:  8:00am-3:00pm Tuesday-Friday 

S T .  A N D R E W ’ S  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
STANDREWSLUTHERAN.NET 

 
Please join us for Sunday in-person worship at 9:00am. 

 To view the livestream, go to our website  
standrewslutheran.net  

and click on the St. Andrew’s YouTube channel. 
 
 

http://standrewslutheran.net/

